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Document A

Law and Custom. The law courts, though setting their face sternly against the more evil
manifestations of witchcraft, uphold the Native customs which are not considered barbaric or
inhuman. [...] The Native in his kraal is generalldecent, selfespecting, lavabiding citizen, a good
husband according to his lights and usually a devoted father. He is full of respect for and is anxious to
learn from the European who treats him well. His great handicaps are poverty and laclatbeduc
facilities. An average in the Union of only one Native child in four goes to school at all, so that in the
reserves the schagbing proportion is very small indeed.

Natives on European FarmsAbout two million Natives live and work on Europeannfiaras a fairly
permanent agriculturdhbourer class, and their mode of living is something like that of their brothers

in the reserves, though they are probably more civilised through contact with Europeans. [...] But there
is an increasing tendency forabives on the farms to seek work in the towns, as amenities, especially
housing, education and medical seeg, are infinitely better than they are in the rural areas.

Urban Natives. Native labour is the manual base on which domestic service and incestrand a
population of urban Natives, largely Europeanised, has developed and adapted itself to city life and the
European manner of living. [...] The urban native population has increased so rapidly that Native
housing is one of the most serious profdein the Union. Since 1936 the Government has made
available money for subconomic N#ve housing at nominal rates aifterest, and rapid though
inadequate strides have been made. Around the larger cities the municipalities have built or, in special
villages, allowed Natives to build on their own or leased ground small modern houses where they can
live with their families under reasonably good conditigng.

Native policy. [...] Fostered by reports of various commissions and by the needs of indwstry (a
opposed to mining), there is growing up a new concept of Native policy, not yet accepted by any
political party, but which has considerable support in industry and in liberal circles, which accepts
colour distinctions and white supremacy as a fact, thithwconsiders that in the interests of the
country as a whole the Native should be employed in a more efficient manner for industrial
production. He shuld be trained to a higher atéard of industrial and mechanical skill, given a better
education and leer living conditions. Natives would thus replace Europeans as labourers on public
works and in the simpler mechanical tasks of industry. All this, of course, implies higher wages and
this in turn would provide an enormously increased market for the gigodfifarm and factory, with a
corresponding increase in openings for skilled Europeans; that is to say, the present unskilled
European would be trained to more skilled and higtaéd work. Thus the European by uplifting the
Native would uplift himself.

Conclusions.South Africa is still in the stage where the Natives, often in their own protection, are
treated by law in many respects as if they were children and therefore under t{ite]digt. as they

advance in iwilisation much of this will dsapgar as inevitably as a child throws off the shackles of
infancy, though the process will be a toilsome one and not unattended by trouble. Many of them feel
that apart from economic conditions they are subject to certain restrictions which are unjusts§he P
Laws, which require Natives to carry their empl
to go from one place to another and which reqgthiesn always to be in possessioif a HfApass o0,
bitterly resented by some and there has been adgahof agitation for their abolition. [...] Yet there

is no use shutting our eyes to the fact that all our big cities have a large admixture of vagrant and often
criminal Natives, and the Pass Laws, itlgimed, help to control them.

These pages wouldebincomplete if they did not convey something of the likeability, the
essential decency of the great bulk of our Native population. They are a fine people, good humoured
and loyal, and they respond readily to just treatment. [...] There is no doubtethatr¢hon the march
to a better life and there is a large and growing number of the European population, including the
Government and a wedldministered Native Affairs Department, which is prepared to assist them.
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